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the Monday following; that he would be in the
Pullman car on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy railroad. I met him in obedience to
that telegram and rode with him to Ohariton.
This gentleman stated that the republican state
committee had requested him to come and make
to me the following proposition: If I would
come back into the republican party I could
have any position I might desire and at the first
opportunity that offered. That I could have his
old place in the United States senate or any
place I might want. I replied that I could not,
with the convictions that I then entertained
concerning public policy, accept the proposition
and maintain my self-respect and hence was
compelled to decline absolutely. He said he had
told them there was no use making the effort
but they had insisted so hard that he yielded to
their importunity. Let it be remembered that
the republican machine in those days could de-
liver the goods and set up one man and pull
down another, just when they pleased."167

These offers made in 1883 indicate very
plainly how Weaver was regarded by his for-
mer party associates, and how anxious they
were to induce him to return to the Eepublican
fold six years after his departure therefrom.

In August, 1882, General Weaver wrote Gov-
ernor H. M. Plaisted of Maine that "the ex-
treme urgency of the work" in Iowa made it
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